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5 .  Major North Korean r e s e r v e  u n i t  may move t o  t h e  f r o n t :  On 
18 June a message1 by the Nor th  Korean - 
VI1 Corps,  on coaktal s e c u r i t y  du ty  i n  the 'wonsan  area, 
s t a t e d  t h a t  reconnaissance  grougs from two d i v i s i o n s  of t h i s  
r e s e r v e  force were c u r r e n t l y  "assigned" t o  two f r o n t - l i n e  
d i v i s i o n 8  of t h e  North Korean I11 Corps on t h e  e a s t e r n  b a t t l e  
f r o n t .  (SUEDE ASAPAC .Koreq$, SPOT 35818, 25 June 52) 

While t h e  presence  of these r e s e r v e  r econna i s -  
s a n c e m a t  t h e  f r o n t  is not  coqolus ive  ev idence  t h a t  t h e i r  
g a r e n t  u n i t s  w i l l  follow, it  s t r o n g l y  suggesa e i ther  an impend- 
ing r e l i e f  of t h e  XI1 Corps by t he  VI1 Corps or a re in fo rcemen t  
i n  t h i s  sector.  

Comment: 

The ba t t le -weary  111 Corps has  been i n  combat for ove r  
8 y e a r ,  whi le  t h e  VI1 Corps a,pparent ly  completed comb?t t r a i n i n g  
t h i s  s p r i n g .  VI1 Corps u n i t $  have recent ly  r e p o r t e d  mi:ch 
t r c t i v i t y  and referred to "movements - "  

0 .  Major Chinese u n i t  may withdraw from combat zone i n  Korea: 
An u n i d e n t i f i e d  Nor th  Korean reg iment .  Probably on coastal - 
aiecurl ty  d u t y  i n  wes tern  Korea , informed "Comrade D i v i s i o n  
Commander" on 25 June that  t h e  "125th I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  of 
the  Volunteer  Forces  reque6ted  t o  r e c o n n o i t e r  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  
area." (SUED$ ROK I n t  Grp Y Korea, SK-K-524, 26 June 52) 

n a t e  -42ad A r m y ,  r e c e n t l y  r e l i e v e d  from combat i n  t h e  
west c e n t r a l  sector of t h e  line and now carried i n  immediate 
r e s e r v e  i n  t h i s  area. 

Although not  conc lus ive ,  t h i s  reconnaissance  r e q u e s t  
may i n d i c a t e  that  t h e  42nd Army is t o  withdraw comple te ly  
from t h e  f r o n t .  Such a withdrawal  from t h e  a c t i v e  west 
c e n t r a l  f r o n t  would have p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  because i t  
r e g r e s e n t s  a decrease i n  t h e  Communists' o f f e n s i v e  c a p a b i l i t y  
i n  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  invasion c o r r i d o r .  

Comment: The 1125th Chinese I n f a n t r y  Div i s ion  is subord i -  

7 .  North Korean Bast Coast Defense Commander r evea led :  I n  
a message r e l a t i n g  t o  the custody of' two UN p i l o t s  c a p t u r e d  
on 17 June ,  t h e  2 1 s t  Worth Korean A n t i a i r c r a f t  A r t i l l e r v  
Regiment in the  Hamhung area reported on 19 June t h a t  7tby 
order of Comrade Pang €Io-sang, E a s t  Coast Defense Commander. . . 
( t h e  p i l o t s  care). . to  be s e n t  under guard t o  t h e  regiment  
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th rough t h e  $ i v i s I o n  and t h e  corps (because of) o p e r a t i o n a l  
needs.  So t h e y  have been handed over t o  t h e  46th D i v i s i o n  
upon receipt of a le t ter  of t r a n s f e r . "  (SUEDE BOK I n t  Grp M 
Korea, SK-K-318, 20 June 52) 

Comment: Pang Ho-sangs last i d e n t i f i e d  as commander of 
. t h e  N m r e a n  V Corps, i s  p r i m a r i l y  a product  of Yenan- 

t r a i n i n g ,  although he is r e p o r t e d  to hove a t t e n d e d  Soviet 
military schoo l s .  H e  commanded an  all-Korean d i v i s i o n  i n  
the Chinese Communist Army pr io r  t o  1950 and was an able 
commander of t h e  North Korean 6 t h  Div i s ion  in t h e  i n v a s i o n  
of South Korea. 

Of equa l  im,portance i n  t h i s  message is t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  V Corps is now r e s p o n s i b l e  for coastal s e c u r i t y  on 
the eaet coast. 1% t r u e ,  the VI1 Corps, p r e v i o u s l y  charged 
wi th  t h i s  mission, may be headed for combat as t e c e n t  msssages 
have i n d i c a t e d  

a.  North Korean j e t s  fly from Korean border  a i r f i e l d :  A' 
f l i g h t  of four MIG -15ps was scheduled  to f l y  from S i n d f j u  
to Antung on 23 June. The l e a d  p i l o t  was be l i eved  t o  have 
been a Korean commander of one o f  t h e  reg iments  of t h e  MIG- 
equipped 1st Korean Air Division. 

The US Air Force g i e l d  u n i t  reports t h a t  t h i s  is t h e  
first mention of j e t  f l i g h t s  frsm Slinuiju a i r f i e l d ,  where 
p r e v i o u s l y  on ly  conven t iona l  a i r c r a f t  have been based ,  
(SUEDE 6920 S e c u r i t y  GrplJaptan, SPOT 301, 23 June 52) 
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